Planning Commission Minutes Special Meeting May 20, 2026

Meeting Called to Order by Chairman Jason Hughes at 7:00 pm.

- Roll call: Jason Hughes present, Glenn Gomery present, Carol Bowden present, Lynda Ferguson and
Adam Krause, absent with prior notice.

- 3 public attendees present.

- Minutes: Motion by Hughes to: Approve the Minutes of April 29, 2026. 2nd by Gomrey. Discussion:
None. All in Favor: Three Ayes, Zero Nays. Motion carried.

Public Comment: None

Old Business:

- Jahnke / Roam North LLC Special Land Use Application for Short-Term Rental Annual Operating
License:

Applicant Samantha Jahnke presented new information, including a site plan demonstrating property
lines, documentation of planned boundary markings, and signage to address the planning
commission's request for additional information when the application was tabled at the April 29th
meeting. Motion by Hughes to: Approve with 3 Conditions: All provisions within Zoning Ordinance
Section 6.10 — Renting and Leasing, All property lines staked and marked per applicant's plan dated
4/30/26, and Notice to Renters about property boundaries posted in premises and in advertising. 2nd
by Gomrey. Roll Call Vote: Gomrey yes, Bowden yes, Hughes yes. Motion Carried, Application
Approved with Conditions.

- Review of Draft Zoning Ordinance Amendments Regulating Data Center Land Use:

Zoning Administrator West summarized ongoing efforts to amend the zoning ordinance to regulate any
data center land use within the township, stating: Our zoning ordinance does not presently address or
regulate potential data center land use, and these proposed amendments are written with the intent of
doing so in a way that protects public health, safety, and the general welfare. The township is presently
under a one-year moratorium imposed by the Board of Trustees November 13, 2025, prohibiting any
permitting for this land use pending zoning regulation through amendments to the zoning ordinance
now underway. The proposed amendments limit such land use to the Light Industrial Zoning District
only, with setback requirements ranging from 400 to 800 feet from property lines, and many other
limiting requirements.

At the April 29th Special Meeting the commission endorsed the document, “Data Center Facility Zoning
Ordinance Amendments,” and scheduled a Public Hearing on this matter for the June 17th Regular
Meeting. The Notice of Public Hearing for the June 17th Public Hearing is scheduled for publication in
the Sault News, and has been posted on the township website and community center and library
bulletin boards, inviting public engagement in the process of establishing regulations for this potential
land use.

He also stated that the document “Data Center Facility Zoning Ordinance Amendments,” detailing the
proposed text amendments to Articles 2, 4, and 6, is available for public inspection at the Township
offices, along with other related documentation about Data Centers.

No action taken.

New Business:

- Commissioners Initial Review of Dale Graham's Application for Special Land Use Approval to: Extract
Sand and Gravel on his 40 acre parcel # 16 222 080 00 32828 W Farm Truck Trail, within both the Light
Industrial and Recreational Forest Zoning Districts, per Whitefish Township Zoning Ordinance Article
4.05, 6.07, and 8. Dale was present, answered commissioners questions and described the site, it's
surroundings, expected operating conditions and impacts on the neighborhood, saying that he lives on
the parcel, and that he relies on the income his land can provide to pay his property taxes. Zoning
Administrator West pointed out recent documentation in the application packet demonstrating sand
extraction is presently underway on the parcel, and recommended the application be scheduled for
Public Hearing during the June 17 Regular Meeting.

- Motion by Gomrey, 2nd by Hughes to: Schedule a Public Hearing for the Graham application to be
held during the June 17th Regular Meeting. Discussion: None. Roll call vote: Hughes yes, Gomrey yes,
Bowden yes. Motion carried.

- Motion by Gomrey, 2nd by Bowden to: Adjourn the Special Meeting. Discussion: None. All in Favor:
Three Ayes, Zero Nays. Motion carried.

Special Meeting Adjourned at 7:14 pm



